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Fr. Peter Sametz (1893-1985) was born in Western
Ukraine, at that time part of the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire. Destined by his family to become a priest of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, he received a formal
education before coming to Canada in 1910. At first, life in
Western Canada was full of hardship, but by WWI Peter
Sametz had already become a teacher in Manitoba. Dur-
ing WWI the question of ethnic identity became a eritical
issue for Ukrainian-Canadians. It was at this time, in
1918, that the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada was
founded. Two years later Peter Sametz became one of the
first missionary priests of this Church. His 60-year career
spanned the Roaring Twenties, Dirty Thirties, WWIIL,
postwar immigration of Displaced Persons, the Cold War
and the Space Age. Throughout it all, Fr. Sametz built
more than 27 churches in Canada and ministered to thou-
sands upon thousands of Ukrainian-Canadians. His motto

was, “It's what you do with what God gives vou!”

Cover photo: Fr. Peter Sametz
courtesy Toronto Star Archives.
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